


On the 11th November 2018 it will be a hundred years ago that the
armistice (or cessation of hostilities) of WWI was signed between the 

allies and the Germans in a railway carriage in the depths of a forest near the 
French town of Compiegne.  Between the signing and the ceasefire at 11am 
it is estimated that 10,000 casualties occurred in just those few hours.  This is 
why today we commemorate the fallen of wars on this day at this time. The 
armistice however did not officially end the war, this came with The Treaty of 
Versailles signed more than 7 months later in 1919.

1177 men and I woman from Peterborough had died from enemy action in 
WWI. OF 166 ‘Peterborough chums’ who left with the Northamptonshire 
Regiment for France on 1st September 1915 only 16 returned home after the 
end of the war. Many, many others were injured and suffered life-changing 
injuries. Of those who died most are buried or their names are on memorials 
abroad with a small number of graves found locally.

On the day of The Armistice Corporal William Fogarty of Eastgate 
Peterborough was killed in France. He was accidentally killed by a railway 
engine derailment. He is buried in the military cemetery in Arras.
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FREDERICK BATES, 111 Huntley Grove
Private, Royal Marine Light Infantry
Died, age unknown, on the 6th August 1914 as the result 
of an operation
Buried in Deal Cemetery, Kent





William Harold Jolley was born on 18th October 1889 at 9
Exchange Street, Peterborough. His parents were Elizabeth 

Jolley and James Jolley, who was a master tailor. Their clothiers shop 
was located where Queensgate Shopping Centre now stands. William 
was the youngest of twelve children. 

William joined the army at the outbreak of war in August 1914 and was 
with C Company, 1st/3rd Royal Fusiliers, City of London Regiment. 

William was killed on 1st July 1916 after taking part in the opening 
attack on the first day of the Battle of the Somme at Gommecourt. 
His name is on the Thiepval Memorial, France as he has no known 
grave. Peterborough Artist Charron Pugsley-Hill was on the frontline 
at Gommecourt at dawn a hundred years on commemorating all those 
who died that day-the first day of The Battle of The Somme.
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GEORGE THOMAS BENTLEY, Scotney Street
Chief Petty Officer, HMS FAULKNOR, Royal Naval Reserve
Accidentally drowned, aged 39, at Portsmouth on the 26th 
August 1914
Buried in Haslar Cemetery, Hampshire





Ethel Bannister was the only Peterborough woman killed as a
result of enemy action in WWI. She was the third daughter of 

Mr and Mrs T Bannister of the “Greyhound”public house, Market 
Place Peterborough.

Ethel was  on the passenger liner RMS HESPERIAN when it was hit 
by a  torpedo off the coast of Ireland on the 6th September 1915. It was 
the same submarine that had blasted the LUSITANIA  a few months 
earlier. The HESPERIAN took over a day to sink  whilst being towed 
gently to the nearby coast of Ireland. 32 of the passengers died when a 
lifeboat turned over whilst being lowered into the sea. Ethel unluckily 
became Peterboroughs only female casualty of The Great War.
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GEORGE GILBEY, 3 Wellington Street
Private, 2nd Suffolk Regiment
Killed in action, aged 30, on the 9th September 1914
No known grave he is commemorated on the La-Ferte-
Sous-Jouarre Memorial





Charron Pugsley-Hill is an Artist based in Peterborough who has been creating 
a series of paintings and Installations commemorating some of people, places 

and events of The Great War 1914-1918. Much of her work  has been created in 
France and Belgium on the site of the actual events a hundred years on including 
FLANDERS FIELDS TODAY, a painting created where John Mc Crae wrote 
the poem in Flanders Fields that ultimately led to the poppy being adopted as the 
symbol of remembrance that we know so well. Charron also led THE SKY OF 
POPPIES in Queensgate Shopping Centre in 2016  that involved hundreds of local 
people and emotionally commemorated The Battle of The Somme and the men 
from the city who died in the battle. 

“Many question why we should remember all these men and women who died so 
long ago. They are from our families and the history of our country and ourselves. 
What has gone before becomes us. Their stories are our stories and its important to 
hear them, reflect upon them and take them forward with us. I am so grateful that I 
have had the chance to tell some of their stories.” 

More of the local stories and art can be found on her website  
www.charronpugsleyhill.com and films including one on nurse Edith Cavell  and 
another on The Lonely ANZAC (now a ghost at the museum) can be found on 
youtube at Charron Pugsley-Hill Art.
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THOMAS SALMON, 11 Eastgate
Private, 2nd Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry
Killed in action, aged 29, on the 26th August 1914
No known grave he is commemorated on the La Ferte-
Sous-Jouarre Memorial
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Milton Hall,near Peterborough was turned into a hospital for 40
wounded during the very early days of the  war. It was described 

by Inspectors as “admirable in every way”. Friends and family 
provided all that was needed including screens, blankets and the beds.

The long gallery was the main ward. Fine oil paintings stared down 
at the patients in their plain hard beds with blue patterned quilts. The 
NCOs with their delightfully figured pink coverlets on their beds 
were in the Reynolds room that looked out across the deer park.Mrs 
Fitzwilliam stated “ this accommodation is just for Tommy, We do not 
ask for officers, for they can invariably get amongst their own circle.“

WILLIAM HARRY THORPE, 95 Gladstone Street
Private, 2nd Grenadier Guards
Killed in action, aged 23, on the 4th September 1914
Buried in Guards Grave, Villers Cotteret




